Undergraduate programs

Faculty overview
The Faculty of Business at the University of the Sunshine Coast has a reputation for its innovative approach to business education.

The Faculty currently has approximately 1,700 students enrolled in both traditional business courses and courses focused on emerging areas that offer excellent employment prospects, such as tourism, information technology and property and asset management.

Our graduates have proven that a business degree from USC is an asset, with many now working for some of the most prestigious employers in Australia and worldwide. Our programs are designed to meet the needs of contemporary industry and global trends, with a focus not just on the essential theory of the chosen field, but on industry interaction. Where possible, students work with local businesses through case-studies and fieldwork, enhancing their employability upon graduation. 
Our academic staff are some of the most highly qualified in Australia, and student surveys have given staff high scores for teaching quality and student accessibility for personal consultation. 
Our programs offer great flexibility:

· The Bachelor of Business offers a wide choice of industry-specific specialisations and double degree options to enhance career opportunities for graduates.

· The USC Noosa Centre provides the option for business students from the Noosa area to complete their first year of courses in a location that better suits them.

· USC’s GO (Global Opportunities) Program offers students the chance to study at an overseas partner institution as part of their University degree. Scholarships are available to assist students with travel and study costs.
Programs available

Bachelor of Business 

The Bachelor of Business develops skills applicable to many areas of employment and provides students with a general education on which to build a lifetime career. Knowledge and skills acquired through the Bachelor of Business are transferable across many sectors such as government, education, the arts, commerce and industry.

Our Business degree has nine specialist areas from which students can choose: 

· Accounting

· Financial Planning

· Human Resource Management 

· Information Systems

· International Business 

· Management

· Marketing

· Property and Asset Management 

· Tourism 
These specialist courses have all been designed so that graduates will meet the requirements for membership of related professional associations.
Bachelor of Business (Accounting) 
Today’s accountant is more likely to be business advising and planning than ‘number crunching’. The curriculum of the Bachelor of Business (Accounting) is designed to meet the needs of corporate Australia in both large and small businesses. Students gain skills in financial management, business consulting and financial advising—skills that employers are increasingly demanding from their accountants.

Bachelor of Business 
(Financial Planning)

The financial planning profession has grown significantly in recent years and continues to expand. In this program students major in financial planning in addition to gaining specific foundation knowledge in business.  

A broad knowledge of financial planning is obtained through studies in finance, investment management, superannuation, taxation, insurance, risk management and estate planning. 
Bachelor of Business 
(Human Resource Management)

Human resource management is concerned with the behaviour of people within organisations. With a growing emphasis on the need for organisations to operate as effectively as possible, HRM professionals play an increasingly significant role in ensuring that people are employed, managed and trained in ways that support organisational goals.

Bachelor of Business 
(Information Systems)

The information systems degree develops skills in systems analysis, programming, database management, electronic commerce and information systems management. Students in this area will focus on learning about new technologies and how to apply them to business problems.
Bachelor of Business 
(International Business)

Conducting business across borders and cultures requires specialised skills and knowledge. International business students focus on business issues, cross-cultural differences and their impact on business, politics and government relations, international diplomacy and trade, e-business and international finance, as well as developing core business skills. This enables graduates to work successfully in all areas of business within the international community and within small, medium or large multi-national organisations.

Bachelor of Business (Management)

In the search for international competitiveness, management skills and vision are vital. This degree focuses on the key challenges facing today’s managers: leadership, change, strategy, globalisation, human resource management, ethics and social responsibility, and small business management.
Bachelor of Business (Marketing)

This degree equips students with the skills to start a marketing career in any organisation, whether it is a small firm or large corporation. Students learn how to design, develop, implement and manage effective marketing strategies and how to understand people and their buying patterns. Studies in applied research methods enable students to collect accurate information and analyse market potential.
Bachelor of Business 
(Property and Asset Management)

Property and asset management is one of the fastest growing professional services in Australia and underpins areas such as residential and commercial developments, construction, tourism and facilities management. This degree is designed to train graduates for this increasingly diverse industry. Students will learn to apply the tools and work skills needed for effective property and asset management including feasibility studies, project management and financial analysis. 
Bachelor of Business (Tourism)

Tourism is one of the world’s largest and fastest growing industries. In Australia alone, the tourism industry employs six percent of Australia’s workforce and is expected to generate 160,000 new jobs in the next 10 years. And what better place to study tourism than on the Sunshine Coast, one of Australia’s prime tourist destinations? USC is well-placed to offer a contemporary degree that provides specialised knowledge about the tourism industry and equips students for success in this dynamic industry.

Bachelor of Information and Communications Technology

The first degree of its type in Australia, this degree is designed to produce work-ready graduates for the booming sector of Information and Communications Technology. This sector is projected to grow by 47 percent in the next six years and offers career opportunities such as software and network engineering, web programming, systems architecture and business analysis.

Bachelor of Software Engineering

Software engineers create software to solve problems that are more technical than broader business problems. Roles within this area typically require analytical, conceptual, logic, mathematics, time management, personal organisation and problem solving skills. This program has a very strong practical focus including frequent interaction with local industry, and is designed to produce graduates with the skills to work in one or more of the specialist areas within software engineering.
Bachelor of Sustainable Tourism

This degree explores issues and management approaches relevant to the growing industry of sustainable tourism including environmental factors important to tourism development. By working closely with local operators, students learn how to solve problems and develop strategies for best practice in sustainable tourism. This is the only degree of its kind in Australia offering a balanced delivery of Business, Arts and Social Sciences and Science, Health and Education courses focusing on sustainable development and tourism.

Honours

Bachelor of Business (Honours)

Undertaking an Honours degree offers the opportunity to continue undergraduate studies at a higher level by specialising in your area of interest. Completing an Honours degree develops your ability to design and complete a research project relatively independently within a given time frame. This style of independent learning can give an advantage when entering the workforce. Students interested in undertaking Honours studies should consult with program advisers.
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Dual awards

Studying for a dual qualification gives students a competitive advantage in the job market by increasing their level of specific skills and knowledge. The Faculty of Business offers three programs in association with the Sunshine Coast Institute of TAFE (SCIT): 

Diploma of Event Management/ Bachelor of Business (Tourism)

This program is designed to meet the needs of the meetings and event management industry. 
Diploma of Hospitality Management/Bachelor of Business
This program offers extensive hands-on practical experience as well as providing a strong business foundation. The course content is designed to equip students to work in one of the numerous areas in the hospitality industry including customer service, management, marketing, advertising or sales.
Diploma of Sport and Recreation/Bachelor of Business
This program combines sport and recreation with business management and marketing. Lecturers are experts in their area of sport and recreation, and the close liaison with industry throughout the program ensures excellent graduate employment outcomes.
More information
For more information on any of the programs offered by the Faculty of Business, or to receive an application package, please contact:
Tel: +61 7 5430 1221

Email: businessfaculty@usc.edu.au
Web: www.usc.edu.au
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